
DRAFT    Minutes of Parish Council Meeting held on Wednesday 9 January 2013    DRAFT 
    

Present Keith Fletcher (KF) Peter Lemaire (PL) David Cooper(DC)  David Pryce-Jones (DPJ)
  Sue Irzykowska (SI) Roger Moore (RM) Penny Cooper (Clerk) 
  

154 Apologies: Tony Crabbe. 

155       Declarations of interest: None 

156 Minutes of last meeting: were agreed and signed. 

157 Clerk’s report 
All Clerk’s actions from last meeting have been completed, and are reported, if necessary, here or 

under relevant sections. Research into ownership of triangle of land at top of Burrows Hill & the 

bank alongside Parsons Lane has confirmed they are not owned by the Trust; now making enquiries 

of OCC & SODC. The worsening problem on the road at far end of Common, and various potholes 

have been reported; RM reported broken telegraph pole D08 to BT. KF has reported a problem with 

the tractor - an estimate for its repair will be obtained in time for the next Finance Committee 

meeting. Ian Grant has made some “No dogs allowed” signs for the sports area to try to alleviate 

the dog fouling problem. Health and safety issues to be on February agenda, especially regarding 

the play area and trees. Fisher German will be surveying the condition (non-invasively) of the 

government pipeline across the common. Miss Edwards has not yet replied to the offer to extend 

the grazing licence and one of the gates to the Common is still broken – need to send reminder. A 

letter expressing surprise and dismay is to be sent in response to SODC’s brusque dismissal of EPC’s 

suggestion of a cycleway as a condition of approval of the proposed SLAM accommodation at RAF 

Benson.                                                                                            Clerk 

158     County/District Councillors reports  
Tony Crabbe sent a note – “the big issue at the moment is where we will make additional savings for 
our Budget due to a lower than anticipated government grant. All of the scrutiny committees are 
meeting tomorrow ...... recommendations will be made to the Cabinet.......Council will set the 
budget at the February meeting. I will give you all the details at your next meeting. Please give my 
best wishes for a Happy New Year to everyone present at your meeting.” 

 
159     Accounts & Administration  
 PC presented the monthly finance report.  

RESOLVED   report accepted.  
New income and expenditure, as previously circulated.  
RESOLVED All invoices to date authorised, and cheques signed. 
2013/14 Precept 
RESOLVED  to remain unchanged at £16600.                                                                                                                                                
Lloyds online banking registration 
RESOLVED  Clerk to have view-only access 
Appointment of a grounds maintenance contractor  
RESOLVED  contract, initially for one year, is to be offered to Azalea Landscapes. The contractor is 
to be offered a guaranteed minimum of work, plus free advertising (1/2 page) in the Ewelme Village 
News for the term of the contract, in exchange for at least a 10% discount on quoted prices. 
Pavilion hire fees still to be paid by the Horticultural Society 
RESOLVED   if  necessary, these should be deducted from the deposit. Finance Committee to 
consider taking hire payment, as well as the deposit, at the time of booking.   

 



160 Sale of church land   
DPJ reported that the land – due to a legal objection to the informal tender process  - will now be 

offered as one block under a formal tender process. The desire to protect and preserve the 

allotment land lives on.  A loose coalition of individuals and village groups including the PC are 

hoping to negotiate something to this end with the new owners. The sellers cannot favour, or put 

requirement on, bidders to preserve the use of the allotments, but Sidleys are prepared to advise 

bidders that the PC and others would wish to negotiate with the eventual buyer a lease or 

equivalent to do this.  

 161 Sustainable Wallingford Transport group request for grant 
RESOLVED  suggest the Group contact the Shepherds Hut, and Ewelme Shop, and offer a link to the 
group’s website on ewelme.info.                                                                                                               Clerk 
                                                                                                                                                                               

162 Replacement of the road signs at The Pightles 
 RESOLVED  to further encourage SODC to do this.                                                                                 Clerk 

 
163 Communication with parishioners 

After various ideas were discussed, it was  
RESOLVED  to place more urgent items in the Benson Bulletin when the timing is wrong for the 
Ewelme News; to make better use of the Ewelme website, including using an RSS feed, and once 
established, to promote the website more actively. To consider using Facebook and Twitter and 
other social media once Ewelme has better internet provision.                                                  Clerk/RM                                                                                       
                                                                                                                                                                      

164 New items of interest 
It was agreed, after comment from DPJ about planning issues, that Planning & Finance Committees 
should meet on 30 January. After a problem with bins being left in the road, SI reported that waste 
bins should only be left out from 6pm on the evening before collection and taken in after collection; 
BIFFA has an established escalation procedure for non-compliance. DC presented his apologies for 
the Finance Committee and February EPC meetings. It was agreed to review the Village Plan in April 
or May. RM asked for feedback on the draft Emergency Plan, and assistance in populating various 
sections – by 8 February latest, please, so that EPC may approve the plan on 13 February. KF will be 
organising a work party to plant the Woodland Trust saplings 9 March – order canes and spirals.                                               
                                                                                                                                                                          Clerk 
The meeting closed at 22.30 
 
                 

Signed:       Date: 
 
 

Date of next Meeting  -  Wednesday 13 February 
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